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He also sat as one of a committee presided over by Mr.
Ayrton, in reference to a proposed municipal govern-
ment for the metropolis. In Mr. Disraeli's administra-
tion (1868) he .opposed a motion to abolish Capital
Punishments, and also spoke on the Election Petitions
Bill Lastly, on the question of the Alabama claims, he
suggested, in support of Arbitration, that a mixed
Commission should be appointed to ascertain the
damages inflicted on the United States. Then came
the celebrated resolutions on the Irish Church, proposed
by Mr. Gladstone, which led to the dissolution of
Parliament, and the general election in the winter. Mill
was defeated at Westminster by Mr. W. H. Smith (who
has since become leader of the House in the present
Conservative Government), and immediately retired into
seclusion at Avignon.

It is ,not difficult to find reasons for Mill's failure in
1868. Perhaps the constituency was tired of being
represented by a philosopher; perhaps the philosopher
himself had been guilty of eccentricity, which is so much
graver a fault in a member than complacent stupidity.
Certain it is that Mill had to some extent disappointed
the expectations of "his partisans, though it is by no
means certain that those expectations were reasonable.
He had, as he himself said, taken up the more recondite
points of the Liberal creed, and hence was not in perfect
sympathy even with the party with which he habitually
acted. Above all, he had publicly sent a subscription
to Mr. Bradlaugh's election expenses, which argued
greater sympathy with working men's interests else*
where than prudence in the case of his own interests at
Westminster.to Posterity.y
